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which Western taxpayers maintain (slightly under protest)
for the advantage of their children. What he is making of
it, I know too little of the West and Middle West to judge. I
think he sees his business rather as a matter of elementary
civilisation than as one of scholarship—and who can say that
he is wrong ? Yet I feel that we could estimate his work a
shade more fairly, if he did not insist on decorating it with
the familiar nomenclature of other universities with widely
different objects. It was a shock, I mean, to be presented
to a Professor of Landscape Gardening. It was an almost
equal jolt to read in the college journal of a small Middle-
Western town that
" the members of the class in art history spent Tuesday after-
noon in , , , where they visited the art exhibit of the work of
American painters which is being shown in the city art gallery,
The commercial value of the paintings ranged in price from
$600 to $6,000."
That naive announcement might tempt one to belittle their
instructors, so long as one regarded the institution as a
college in the familiar Eastern or European sense,   But
once envisage it as an industrious and devoted Secondary
School, engaged in imparting the elements to an agricultural
population, and you will realise its solid value.   You may
not even raise an eyebrow, when informed (in the same
journal) that & plebiscite in the English Department brought
,    out Ben-Hur as the most popular book, with Les Mis&raUes,
Tess, Jane Eyre, and The Covered Waggon among the also-
rans, while Dickens was voted the most popular author,
winning from a field consisting of Lew Wallace, Victor
Hugo, Thomas Hardy, and Zane Grey.
Two facts emerge—the devotion of the American scholar
and the gallant effort of the State Universities. It is easy
enough to ridicule college theses upon preposterous subjects
or Chairs with absurdly lofty titles. (I believe there is some-
where in the Union a Professor of Advanced Thought.) But
that is not the point. We may judge Eastern universities by

